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To whom it may concern: 
 
Achenseebahn 

I write today as the President of The International Committee for the Conservation of the Industrial 
Heritage (TICCIH), the primary international organisation concerned with industrial heritage. Among 
our many activities, we support UNESCO’s advisors, the International Council on Monuments and 
Sites (ICOMOS) and its work for the World Heritage Committee, especially in relation to World 
Heritage nominations of sites with industrial components.  

Our expertise, advice and extensive international network has for many years embraced railway 
heritage, and it is clear that Austria is an extremely important player on the international stage, as 
was exemplified by the inscription of the Semmering Railway onto UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 
1998.  TICCIH was therefore very surprised and hugely disappointed to hear news of the current 
threat to Achenseebahn. 

As you are aware, the Achenseebahn is the oldest rack railway in Austria, and is the oldest to be still 
operated by steam locomotives in Europe. Its survival as an authentic, operating railway brings great 
credit to the people of who have preserved it so well over many decades, and should be a source of 
pride both to the region and to Austria as a whole. It is an extraordinary asset that is of international 
significance, and of great economic and social value, as well as being a tremendous focus for 
continuing technical education and traditional skills. 

TICCIH therefore believes that allowing the Achenseebahn and its component parts to be sold, 
broken up and dispersed would represent a serious cultural loss and would cause significant 
reputational harm at an international level. It would also be an extraordinary waste of a valuable 
cultural asset. We therefore hope very much that means can be found to apply appropriate legal 
protection for the Achenseebahn as a single entity, and that it can be preserved and restored for 
future generations. If you consider there is a way in which TICCIH might help achieve this goal, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Dr Miles Oglethorpe 
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Günther PLATTER  
Landeshauptmann von Tirol  
Eduard-Wallnöfer-Platz 3  
6020 Innsbruck  
0512 508 2002  
buero.lh.platter@tirol.gv.at 
  
Mag. Ingrid FELIPE Saint Hilaire  
Landeshauptmann-Stellvertreterin  
Eduard-Wallnöfer-Platz 3  
6020 Innsbruck  
+43 512 508 2032  
buero.lh-stv.felipe@tirol.gv.at   

https://www.tirol.gv.at/regierung/ingrid-felipe/ 
 
LANDESGERICHT Innsbruck  
Zahl 19523/20  
Maximilianstraße 4  
6020 Innsbruck  
postmaster.edikte@justiz.gv.at 
  
Masseverwalter  
Rechtsanwalt Dr. Herbert MATZUNSKI  
Salurner Straße 16/1  
6020 Innsbruck  
Tel.: +43 (0) 512/582716-0  
E-Mail: law@hauska-matzunski.at 
  
Achenseebahn AG  
Bahnhofstraße 1-3  
6200 Jenbach  
+43 5244 62243  
info@achenseebahn.at 
  
Mag. Ulrike LUNACEK  
Staatssekretärin im Bundesministerium für Kunst, Kultur, öffentlichen Dienst und Sport Concordiaplatz 2  
1010 Wien  
ulrike.lunacek@bmkoes.gv.at   
https://www.bmoeds.gv.at  
  
Dr. Christoph BAZIL  
Präsident des Bundesdenkmalamts  
Hofburg Säulenstiege  
1010 Wien  
01 53115 203635  
christoph.bazil@bda.gv.at 
  
Florian MEIXNER, BA MA  
Vice - Secretary-General  
Österreichische UNESCO-Kommission  
Universitätsstraße 5/4/12  
1010 Wien  
01 5261301 12  

meixner@unesco.at  
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